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Kernan announces $1.3 million in grants 
to prepare tomorrow’s workforce

INDIANAPOLIS, Ind. – Gov. Joe Kernan announced today that 37 high school and post-secondary
consortiums have been awarded $1,309,726 through a series of Career Majors grants.

Administered by the Department of Workforce Development, the federally funded Career
Majors initiative is designed to increase high school student motivation and achievement by
establishing the connection between classroom instruction and career opportunities. Specifically,
participating schools develop curriculum around, and place students in, career clusters based on their
interests. Currently more than 60 high schools and 23,000 students throughout Indiana are
participating in the program.

 “With these grants, we are able to help create the chance for our Hoosier youth to connect
with our colleges and universities, as well as the business community,” Kernan said. “It puts students
in real-world experiences to see how their classroom studies are applied in the workplace, and just as
importantly opens doors to higher education and jobs.” 

Funds from this grant, which are allotted from the Carl D. Perkins Vocational and Technical
Education Act of 1998, will be used to create programs and activities that will help teachers improve
student achievement, decrease the need for post-secondary remediation, and increase transition and
persistence rates in post-secondary education. Schools receiving this funding are listed below.

 “The Career Majors grant and our partnership with Washington County Hospital have opened
up countless opportunities for Salem students to become engaged in authentic application of their
classroom knowledge in a work-world environment,” said Greg McCurdy, a science teacher at Salem
High School, where approximately 25 students will participate in the program next year. “Participating
students return to our classrooms with a contagious excitement and renewed dedication as to why
academics are important in making responsible career decisions leading to an educated workforce
that acknowledges the value of life-long learning.”

Through its various programs and initiatives, the Department of Workforce Development
(DWD) is charged with continually improving the Hoosier workforce by assisting companies to create
new jobs and improve employee skills. The agency offers a variety of training and educational grants,
partners with the state’s 27 WorkOne Centers, administers the unemployment insurance system,
provides labor market information, assists employers with preparing workers for layoffs and closures
and operates a statewide job placement service.  

For more information on Career Majors, or other educational programs offered through DWD,
contact Terri Schulz at  317/ 233-5663 or visit the web at www.workforce.IN.gov.
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The following schools were funded:

Arlington High School, Indianapolis
Arsenal Technical High School, Indianapolis
Cannelton High School, Cannelton
Carroll High School, Fort Wayne
Center Grove High School, Greenwood
Cloverdale High School, Cloverdale
Crawfordsville High School, Crawfordsville
Edinburgh Community High School, Edinburgh
Elkhart Area Career Center, Elkhart
Eminence High School, Eminence
Forest Park High School, Ferdinand
Gary Area Career Center, Gary
Greencastle High School, Greencastle
Hagerstown Jr./Sr. High School, Hagerstown
Hebron High School, Hebron
Jasper High School, Jasper
Kankakee Valley High School, Wheatfield
Kokomo Area Career Center, Kokomo
Lebanon Senior High School, Lebanon
Lost River Career Cooperative, Paoli 
Memorial High School, Elkhart 

New Prairie High School, New Carlisle 
North Montgomery High School, Crawfordsville
North Posey High School, Poseyville
North Putnam High School, Roachdale
Northeast Dubois High School, Dubois
Orleans High School, Orleans
Paoli High School, Paoli
Paul Harding High School, Fort Wayne
Pike Central High School, Petersburg
Prosser School of Technology, New Albany
Reitz High School, Evansville
Rensselaer Central High School, Rensselaer
Salem High School, Salem
South Putnam Jr./Sr. High School, Greencastle
South Spencer High School, Rockport
Southridge High School, Huntingburg
Springs Valley High School, French Lick
Washington High School, Washington
Wood Memorial High School, Oakland City
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